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ADVICE 


To all the 


EUROPE. | 


T highly concerns all Exrope to reflect on the preſent occurren- 0 
cics and poſture of affairs in the World ; for there hath nothing bil 
happened of greater Moment within theſe two hundred years, þ 
and in all appearance the ſtate of Religion is almoſt reduced "Wn 

to a Criſis very near the ſame with that which fell out in the be- f 
ginning of the laſt age : Either the Proteſtant Religion muſt of 
neceſlity periſh in a little time, or ſhe muſt remain entirely viC&to- 
rious by a miracle of Providence. It is true, that all things Wl. 
threaten her with a ſpeedy ruine in the North, in the South, in l 
the Eaſt, and in the Weſt; but it is not extraordinary with the [i 
Providence of God, to ſuffer my affairs of the Church to come even jt # 
to "s 


(2) 


to the very brink of utter deſtrution, and at length to re-eſtaliſh 
them, to the end that his mighty Power and ſtretched out Arm may 
appear the more remarkable; the laſt of the ten Perſecutions that 
the Church groaned under, in the time of the heathen Emperours, 
was the moſt cruel, and the molt bloudy ; but within alittle while 
after the Reign of Diocleſian, that was defiled with ſo much bloud, 
God raiſed up Conſtantine, who ſet the Church on the throne. In 
the beginning of the ſixteenth Century the darkneſs of Superſtition 
ſeemed to have ecclipſed, if not totally extinguiſhed all light; the 
whole Weſtern Church was under a ſordid ſubmiſſion to Popery ; 
the Waldenſes, Albigenſes, and Bohemians, had been extirpated by 
fire and ſword ; when all on a ſudden God Almighty cauſed clear 
light to ſpring up in the middle of this thick darkneſs: Heaven doth 
ſometimes permit the extinction of Zeal, as well as that of Faith, 
to the end that both the one and the other may be miraculouſly 
revived. This is the only foundation we have left to hope well 
concerning the Reformation : God ſeemeth to have abandoned it 
to the fury of its enemies,and to have let a ſpiritof Slumber, Luke- 
warmnels, and Indifferency, to fall on thoſe whoſe intereſt it is to 
ſtand in the breach, when it is ſo vigoroully attacked and ſo weakly 
defended ; the loſs thereof would appear inevitable, if we had not 
grounds to hope that God will be pleaſed to rekindle the zeal of 
Proteſtants. God Almighty doth often work wonderfull deliveran- 
ces by means that are not miraculous, but according to the ordi- 
nary courſe of nature, it may now happen in the like manner : If 
the Proteſtants do but awake, it is yet in their Power, and they 
have time enough to prevent thoſe calamities that at preſent hang 
over their heads. To rouſe themſelves up from this Lethargy, ir 
is requiſite for them to doe two things ;, one is, diligently to conſis 
der their Miſchiefs in their whole extent, and the other ſpeedily 
to ſeck for proper Remedies. Theſe are the two points where- 
on I deſign tq inſiſt in my preſent diſcourſe to the Proteſtants 
of Exrope. | 
The greateſt of all their evils is their extreme Corruption, The 
Proteſtants of France ſuffer themfelves to be carried, away with a 
Torrent of Vanity, Pride, and Luxury, and a ſupine Negligence 
| polletlerh 
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poſſeſſeth the whole Kingdom, infomuch that they heighten theſe 
crimes in their Countrey-men. England hath her faults, that are 
no leſs culpable ; Piety is not regarded there ; the Men are proud, 
and the Women diſorderly to a high degree, Vain and Pompous 
cven beyond imagination. The Kingdoms of the North, and the 
reformed Provinces'of Germany are plunged in a Debauchery that 
debaſeth,and renders them like brute Beaſts,and every where in ge- 
neral reigneth a prodigious Indifferency for Religion. Princes and 
Sovereigns give themſelves up wholly to Politick Intereſts ; the 
Care of the Church, and of Truth, is a matter that is very little in 
their thoughts ; the People are ignorant, and without Godlineſs, 
the Paſtours are ſlothfull, and inſtead of every one in his particular 
ſtation maintaining and promoting the Work of the Refrmmdinh 
alicontribute to the letting it fall to the ground; whereas on the con- 
trary Popery gathers new ſtrength,it is not altogether in that exceſs 
of corruption,as it was in former ages: nevertheleſs this is not becauſe 
they are more regenerated than the Reformed, as much corrupted 
as we are, and as much amended as the Papiſts are ; we very much 
reſemble one another in our manners :But it is to our misfortune and 
great ſhame z heretofore there was an infinite diſtance between 
them and us, now we are too too near one another, by reaſon that 
they are come a little nearer to that which is good, and we are gone 
aſtray a great way from it. If they are not inferiour to us in the 
corruption of manners, they go beyond us in Zeal for the Faith ; 
ours is wholly dead, and theirs is enflamed more than ever ; it is in 
continual motion ; it advances by our careleſsneſs ; every where it 
hath authourity ; it acts with an unbridled rage, and lays waſte all 
our Flocks; and in thoſe places where it hath no power, it digs 
ſuch deep and large Mines, that when they ſhall come to be ſprung, 
they have reaſon to hope for their good ſucceſs, and an univerſal 


overthrow of the Proteſtant Religion ; generally it is let alone to 


doe what it will without any oppoſition. It takes advantage of 
every thing, of Impiety, of Irreligion, of Vices, of the multitude 
of SeCts, of worldly Intereſts, of the Power of its Grandees, of the 
Credit of its ProteCtours, of Money, of Promiſes, of Threatenings, 


and of Perfecutions: And as for us, as People deſpairing of 
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Saſety, we behold, with our arms acroſs, our own ſwift deſtruc. 
tion coming poſte, without making the leaſt effort to pur a ſtop to ir. 
Is not this a ſtrange kind of a prodigy ? Why did our Anceſtors 
take ſo much pains to reform themſelves? Or why do we take fo 
little care to preſerve this Reformation ? If our Fathers, who 
have ſpilt ſo much bloud, and bore the brunt of ſo many aſſaults, 
for the maintaing that poſte wherein they were placed, by with- 
Crawing themſelves from Popery, ſhould ſee this prodigious neg- 
ligence, what might they ſay, and would not they have occaſion 
to complain that we arraign them, ard call their proceedings in 
- queſtion? If they had good reaſons for what they did, why d9 
not we defend our ſelves with theſe Reaſons ? If they were in the 
wrong, why do we follow them, and why do we not return to 
thoſe places from whence they took us? We are in a ſtate of 
indiff: rency, that renders us the ſcorn of the whole World. T his 
ſort of People ( ſay they ) muſt needs be ſenſible that their Re- 
ligion is nor good, fince they have fo little Zeal for it, and their 
Conſcience irulſt be alrogether dead, to r.main in a Religion that 
they think is of no value. In fine, the preſent condition of Pro- 
reſtants is abſolutely violent and contrary to Nature ; whereupon 
I am perſuaded that it cannot continue long. The ſentiments of 
Religion in all Nations have been the molt lively and pawertfull; 
this is the great ſpring by which they are moved and carried on 
to great Revolutions : But now the Proteltan:s have loſt this han- 
dle, by which they were wont to be taken and ſ-t in motion ; 
their paſlions are only mortified on that ſide , for every where elſe 

they are full of Heat and Vigour, | 
The firſt means that Proteſtants ought to make uſe of to open 
their eyes, is to conſider the place from whence our Fathers have 
taken them, to wit, Popery : Ir is one of the artifices of that falſe 
Religion to paint it ſelf to ſeem fair to outward appearance, which 
hath proved more ſucceſsfnll than ever in this laſt age : certain 
mollifying Authours haye of + late appeared- on the ſtage, who 
have ſhewn their Dottrines and Devotions on the beſt ſide, 
and have ſeduced many that were not well grounded in the 
tundamental Principles of the Chriſtian _ Faith, The deſign 
of 
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of this preſent Diſcoorſe 43 to draw the Curtain from before that 


Religion, that all.irs deſormities may be made apparent ;-and this : 


is a Picture whereon it behovres all crue Proteſtants that ſeek their 
own ſalvation to look, that they may be able to diſcover this 


World of Superſtirions, where they would lead'them back-througlt 


many crooked and winding Labyrinths. | 

The ſecond means is to-reflett on the Progreſs that Popery 
hath made in this Age; few have obſerved that it; hath recovered 
perhaps one- half of what it had loſt in the preceding: How ma- 
ny flouriſhing Churches were there in Pol:nd, in Hungaria, in B9- 
bemia, in Sileſia, in Moravia, even in Auſtr+4 itfelf, 1n France, and 
elſewhere? Ar this time all theſis Churches are ether totally cx- 
tint, or very langu:ſhing, and reduced to ſo ſad and deplorable a 
condition, that they may be looked-on as loit, 

In the firſt place we have Bohemia, that may be called the Mo- 
ther of all the Reformed Churches, where the Truth hath been fo 
openiy preached, the Diſcipline ſo purely admiaiſtered, and that 
hath, during ſo many years, withſtood the molt cruel Perſecuyions 
lince the time of John Huſs, and the Council of Conftance; the 
Reformation could not be abſolutely rooted out there by a Perſe- 
cution of two hundred years; and yet alaſs! the falſe zeal, or ra- 
ther rage of the Houſe of Auſtria, in the years 1620. and 1621. and 
afterwards, hath entirely ſwallowed up this Church. They have 
demoliſhed their Churches, they have cut off the Flowre of their 
Nobility, and have baniſhed the reſt; informuch that at this day 
the Reformation is wholly aboliſhed there; and if there remain 


any reformed, their Conſcience is in ſhvyery, and forced to ſmo- : 


ther that little light that is left. 


After the deſolation of Bohemia that of Moravit, and Sileſia, hath . 
followed by the ſame ways, and thoſe are alſo twa Provinces that . 


Popery hath taken away from the Reformation, 

In Asſtria there was heretofore a ſufficient nuraber of Prote- 
ſtants to cauſe Allarms to be given in their own defence, and to 
moleſt their Perſecutours ; ' but we know not at preſent whe- 
ther there remains the leaſt ſpark of fire, and knowledge of the 
Trath. This is another Province that Popery hath gained, and 
that the Proteſtants have loſt.  Hmngary 
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Hungary is laid waſte all manner of ways, we cannot reade with- 
-out lamenting the fury that: Popery hath exerciſed under the au- 
thority of the Emperour ; the Churches have been demoliſhed, the 
Flocks difperſed, and they: have cauſed the Paſtonrs to undergo a 
long train of Puniſhments, by a barbarous cruelty that hath not 
been parallel'd. 

The Kingdom of Poland was heretofore full of Proteſtant Chur- 
ches; they enjoyed there, under the proteCtion of the Laws, all 
Liberty, and all manner of Privileges. $Sigi/-ond, the laſt King of 
the race of the Jagellons, having read their Confeſſion of Faith, told 
their Deputies in the preſence of his whole Court, I have received 
your Confeſſion, and have read it twice over; We have found that 
there is no errour therem againſt the fundamentals of Chriſtianity, and 
eſpecially againſt the Article of the Trimty , wherein others do ery ;, 
your Confeſſion is agreeable to the commen Faith of Chriſtians, and 
therefore you and yours ſhall enjoy peace. After the death of S;gi/- 
20nd, before they proceeded to the eleCtion of a new King, all 
the States of the Kingdom were aſlembled together in the Month 
of Fanrary, 1573. and enatted an irrevocable Law, that the Crown 
ſhould not be given to any perſon whatſoever, that would not pro- 
miſe to preſerve Liberty of Conſcience, and a free Exerciſe of the 
two Religions, the Roman Catholick and the Proteſtant. And be- 
cauſe Henry de Valois, who was elected, made a ſcruple of taking 
the Oath, one of -the Noblemen took the Crown and went out of 
the Church, ſaying, Either you ſhall ſmear, or you ſhall not reign. 
This Decree had been ratified and confirmed by divers Treaties 
in the years 1586, 1587, and 1632. nevertheleſs, contrary to all 
theſe Laws,Popery hath within theſe twenty, or tweaty five years, 
violenty extirpated the Reformation in Poland they have ſhame- 
fully- and malitioufly confounded the Proteſtants with the Socini- 
ans, they have drove them out, depopulated, and ruined them. 
Behold! one of the greateſt States of Emrope taken away from the 
Reformation. 

Laſtly, France, that encloſed within her Boſome one of the 
moſt conſiderable parts of the Reformed Church, is going to ruine, 
and ſhe may be accounted from this time as entirely loſt. Ir is 


true, 
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true, that becauſe ſhe never had on her ſide the Royal Majeſty, 
. and authority of the Laws, ſhe ſeemed to make a' leſs figure in the 
World than "other Churches, whoſe Sovereign Princes are Pro- 
teſtants ; nevertheleſs, for the number of People, for learned Men, 
and alſo for Perſons diſtinguiſhed by their great Characters and 
Offices, ſhe would nat yield to any: Ar this day Popery hath ſe- 
duced moſt of her Nobility, beaten down her Churches, baniſhed, 
drove out, and interdifted her Paſtours; and that which remains 
may be accounted as nothing , ſince the total deſtruftion of this 
Church will be but the work of a few Months. 

Therefore it behoves Proteſtants to take a view at one proſpect 
of all that which Popery hath taken from- them within 
theſe thirty or forty years; how many Kingdoms and Provin- 
ces. Every Province feels its own preſſure and grievances, their 
Nighbours ſee them, but they do not foreſee the miſchief afar 
off, and are not ſenſible thereof. The Provinces of Germany, bor- 
dering upon Hungary, Sileſia, and Moravia, are witneſſes of the 
perſecution that the Church ſuffers there. They are not much 
concerned thereart, and yet leſs at the miſeries that the Churches 
on this ſide the XKhine undergo, which they know not. It is ne- 
ceſlary then to gather together all the complaints that come from 
all parts of the Catholick Church, whereſoever diſperſed or 
diſtreſſed, to make one general cry, to be attentive to it, and to 
be moved therewith. We ought to calt our eyes'on this deplo- 
rable multitude of the Faithfull, that, throughout all the quarters 
of Europe groan under the cruel bondage of Popery that binds 
their Conſciences in Chains, and oftentimes confines their Bodies 
in loathſome Priſons. Finally we ought to conſider what may. be 
the conſequences of thaſe things we now ſee. 

[tis without doubt a general oppreſſign of the truth of Reli- 


gion, and conſequently of the liberty of all Proteſtant People... 


Popery is a Monſter that devoureth without ceaſing, and that never 
ſaith, it is enough - Can. it be imagined that when it hath finiſhed 
in France, and put that Countrey into. the ſame condition as 
Hungary, and Bohemia, that it will ftop there ? When Rome ſhall 
aye: reunited ſo many Powers who ſhall be able to make head 
againſt 
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agninſt-hcr? ;- Thoſe that, are at - preſent in - Peace, under the 
protection of Proteſtant Princes, do not obſerve, that as many 
Partics.:s Popery takes from them, ſo many Props and Supporters 
they loſe. The Proteſtant Princes are not only obliged to fight 
for. the Altars, bur alſo for their Lives and'Liberty ; for Popery 
willnot foil to Jabour efticaciouſly, and' with good ſucceſs, ro 'make 
them bond- ſlaves tq Rome, as they were heretofore, when the; Pro- 
teſtant Party ſhall. be.reduced -to an extreme weakneſs; theg will 
call to mind that formerly the Pope hath denounced Inrerdicts and 
Anathemas againſt thoſe Princes tbat have ſhaken off his yoke : 
Rome will deliver up their Countrey to the firſt that ſhall ſeize 
thereon, under pretence of Hereſie and Rebellion againſt the 
Church. The Sovcreigrs that, are on the ſide of the Biſhop of 
Rome, will take czre to provide themſelves, as they have done 
heretofore, with thele ——— Bulls of the Pope's, and will van- 
quiſh theſe Princes that are-inferiour to them in Forces. This 
will nct be done all at once, that they may not ſtir up the whole 
World in their defence at the ſame time; but the Popiſh Princes 
will by degrees depopulate Province after Province, and will ſpoil 
and deprive the Proteſtant Princes of their Dominions. Theſe 
are the natural conſequences of what hath been ſeen of late: Ir is 
therefore abſolutely neceſſary for the Proteſtants of Europe in time 
to provide for their ſafety, and to be ſollicitous for the preſerva- 
tion of their Religion. You have ſeen the evil, ler us now ſeek for 
a remedy. 

This remedy is not diffieult to be found ; it is certain that Diſ- 
anion and Diviſion hath proved our ruine, it is a re-union and con- 
juction alone that can ſave us; we are bewitched to be continual- 
ly quarrelling, and to render our ſelves odious one to another, 
under the faftious names of Lutheranes and Calviniſts, Fpiſcopa! 
and Presbyterians, The Proteſtants of the Confeſſion of Arboury 
behold without concern, or regret, the deſtruCtion of thoſe whom 
they call Calvini#s, but they do not take notice that Popery is our 
common enemy, and that we have in the bottom the ſame intereſts. 
They ought well to conklider, 


[. Firſt, 
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T. Firſt, That we are all deſcended from the ſame Anceſtours, and 
that they that took ſo much pains in the Reformation, notwith- 
ſtanding the diverſity of their Opinions, did always reſpeCt one 
another as Brethren, Melanfhon had certainly the ſame ſentiments 
with Zuinglius, Luther knew this well, he hath often had ſharp words 
with him ; but in the main they bore with one another's failings, and 
remained Colleagues and Brethren to the day of their death. 

11. That Popery is an irreconcilable enemy to the Reformation; 
there is no Peace to be hoped for between them; they deſire no leſs 
the ruine of thoſe that are called Zutherancs than of them go under 
the name of Calvinits: to day they flatter the Proteſtants of theCon- 
feſſion of Ausbourg, but it is only to devour them ro morrow. They 
may be eaſily convinced of this by experience,& by that which hath 
happened in the laſt Perſecution of Hungary. The Lutheranes have 
been no more ſpared than the Calvinis, this hath been confirmed 
every day in Sileſia and Moravia. 

Il. They ought to conſider in the third place, that Exrope being 
divided into two great Parties in point of Religion, viz. that of 
Popery,and that of theReformation,all that one loſeth the other gai- 
neth ; ſo that all that which is taken from the Reformation fortifies 
Popery : when that which is called Catvinz/m ſhall be deſtroyed,the 
Popiſh Party will be arrived ro that highth,that the Zutherane party 
will be no longer capable of making any reliſtence. Although ir were 
granted that the Zutheraxes and the Calviniſts were ſooppoſite as to 
look upon one another as Enemies; nevertheleſs they ought to 
unite together againſt the common Enemy that is more formidable 
than they. This is a Maxim known to all that have any knowledge 
in the firſt Elements of Policy. | 

IV. I have already faid, and it ought to be remembred- for a 
fourth reaſon to induce Proteſtants of all perſuaſions to reunite, 
and that is, That the way that they take leads direCtly to that flave- 
ry under which Exrope hath been ſcen to ſink heretofore. We 
ought not to look upon this fearas vain, and without any cauſe, in 
regard that the miſchief ſeems to be afar off ; for they muſt needs 
be very little converſant in Hiſtory, that are ignorant that the 
Tyranny that hath cauſed all Exrope to groan, hath proceeded from 
much weaker beginnings. | 

There are ſeveral ſorts of reunion; there is a reunion of Opini- 
ons, and areunion of Intereſts; the reanion of Opinions hath been 
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divers times endeayoured by the Proteſtants of both Confeſſions : 
it is true, the attempts have never had the wiſhed-for Succeſs, bur 
God can doe that at one time, which is not done in another. The 
necellity of reuniting was never fo great as It Is now, and neceſſity 
oftentimes paſleth for Law. Morcover in waiting for this reynion 
in judgment, which God will cauſe when he pleaſerh, Proteſtants 
ought to reunite in intereſt and to conſulttogerher to take proper 
meaſures for the common preſervation of the Proteltant Religion, 
and to defend themſelves from the oppreſlion of Popery. 

Fhis conjunCtion of Intereſts would be a means apparently in- 
fallible, not only for the preſervation ot the Reformed Religion in 
the States where it is predominant, but alſo in other Countries: 
whete Popery is Supreme. The Proteſtants well united would 
make a Party conliderable enough in Ezrope, to cauſe themſelves 
to be regarded and heard : England, Sweden, Denmark, the moit 
Puiſſant EleCtors of Saxony, of Brandenburg, and Palatine, the moſt 
Puillant Princes of Brunſwick, Lunenburg, Zell, Heſſe, and all the 
Free Cities and Towns of Germany, the High and Mighty Lords 
the States of the United Provinces, and the Cartons of Switzerland, 
all theſe Powers and Potentates I ſay,might delire with efficacy,nay, 
I durſt avouch that they might become the Terrour of all Europe, 
There is no appearance that the Emperour, that hath neglected 
the Entreaties of ſome well diſpoſed Princes, would not have 
hearken'd to thoſe, that would have talked to him freely on the 
behalf of ſo venerable an Union. This is the artifice of theſe 
Powers, that for above two hundred years have ſought all oppor- 
tynities to oppreſs the Proteſtant Religion, and the liberty of 
Europe: They labour to divicethe Proteſtants, and in ſo dividing 
them, which they have always undertook with- good ſucceſs, they 
wesken and enervate them in ſuch manner, that they are not any 
tonger in the leaſt to be feared ; they cauſe rhem to draw the Sword 
one againſt another, they ſet them at variance mutually to deſtroy 
one another; in the mean time we take not the lealt care to avoid 
our final deſtruCtion, ſince we periſh, both by oar own Arms,and by 
thoſe of qur Enemies. | | 

Moreover there would be reaſon to hope that the good Offices 
and Interceſſions that would be employed to ſtop the Perſecution 
in all the places of Europe, would have a bappy Succeſs, becauſe 
thoſe that ſhould make them, would have Power fufficient to main- 


tain 
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tain them, and ſolid Reaſons to enforce them : For after all, I am 
of Opinion, if they could but find means to diſperſe from the 
preſence of Sovereigns,whoſe authority they abuſe, a troup of tedi- 
ous,cruel,perfidious,and perſecuting Eccleſiaſticks, it would be im- 
pollible for theſe Princes to abſtain from entering into their true in- 
tereſts, and from hearkening to reaſon that ſpeaketh ſo loud;it were 
caſy to repreſent to them that they make their States deſolate; 
that they draw upon themſelves the Wars of the Male-contents; 
that they open a gate to the common enemy of Chriſtendom; that 
they put themſelves in a neceſſity of ſpilling the bloud of their 
moſt Loyal Subjects ; that they ſow in their Dominions the Seeds 
of a future Rebellion; that they diminiſh Trade-and Commerce,and 
that they diſcontent their Allies. To the end that this laſt Article 
may carry its force with it, the Allies ought effeCtively to appear 
Ciflatisfied, and their Reſentments ought to be nnanimons; for that 
which cavſeth the Jcſuites, and other perſecutours that frequent the 
Courts of Princes that profeſs themſelves Catholicks, 'to obtain fo 
much credit, is that they are ready to affirm, that Perſecution 
againſt Proteſtants is no impediment or prejudice to the affairs of 
State ; that Negotiations are not thereby retarded or obftructed ; 
that the Proteſtant Princes abroad are not concerned how Pro- 
teſtants are treated that are not their Subjects ; that the fear of 


War alone doth-great matters ; that they have nothing to doe but _ 


to make themſelves terrible to theirNighbours,and thy will accom- 
pliſh all their Deſigns with a great deal of eaſe: But theſe evil 
Counſellors do not conſider, that Alliances that ſubſiſt only by fear, 
are diſſolved as ſoon as that fear ceaſeth. Ir is the ordinary courſe 
of humane affairs; they are notalways in the ſame Station; when any 
States that cauſed others to tremble, and thereby detained them in 
their Intereſts, happen never ſo little to loſe their Reputation, their 
Allies fall off in great numbers. There are no firm and durable Alli- 
ances, but thoſe that are linked together by love and mutual con- 
fidence. Moreover it may be obſerved, that Ezrope being divided 
between two Principal Houſes, that of France, and Auſtria, either 
of the two that ſhould have the prudence to comprehend all the 
Proteſtants within her intereſts by a favourable entertainment, 
would gain fo great an advantage over the other, that ſhe mighr 
be called, in ſome ſort, the Miſtreſs of the Univerſal Monarchy, of 
aſpiring to which with ſo much eagerneſs the Auſtrian Family 
was formerly accuſed. C 2 They 
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They muſt necds be blind that cannot ſee what hath moſt con- 
tributed to the failing of this great deſign of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
and to reduce it to that condition wherein we now ſee it; it is per- 
ſecution. By perſecution they have loſt the Low-Comntries ;, by 
perſecution they have laid waſte Bozcmia, and depopulated the 
Hereditary Provinces of Germany ; by perſecution they have loſt 
the Kingdom of Hungary, by perliecution they have drawn upon 
themſelves the War of the Male-contents; by perſecution they have 
opened agate to the 7Turk,who in two Campaigns hath made all Au- 

ſtria deſolate, and deſtroyed the States of the Emperour ; inſfomuch 
that if this War ſhould continue yet two years longer, the Empe- 
rour's affairs would be but in an 111 poſture, whatſoever advantage 
he might gain : For the victories that he may obtain will not hin- 
der the War from making his Countrey void of People, and his 
purſe empty of Money. That was a glorious Campaign wherein 
they drove the Turks from before Yienna, but there would not be 
need of two more ſuch Campaigns to finiſh the ruine of Germany. 

This example ought to make ſome impreſſion on the ſubtil ſpi- 
rits of thoſe that approach near Princes to give them countel. 
Sooner or later there is reaſon to believe, that thoſe that ſhall riſe 
up for the deſtruction of thoſe whom they call Hereticks, will be 
forced to acknowledge, that they have unfortunately engaged them 
to take meaſures very oppoſite to their Intereſts. It is apparent 
that the zcal of Proteſtants will one day awaken. A man may ſleep 
and continue to ſlumber 2s long as they only puſh him, bur he will 
quickly awake when they once come to prick him. When the Pro- 
teſtant Princes ſhall perceive that their ruine-zdvanceth if they do 
not take care, they will manifeſtly reunite, and aCting joyntly to- 
gether, they will be able to make their Enemies partake of the 
danger and fear. I pray God divert theſe ominous preſoges, and 
never ptrmit Religion to be a pretence of War in Europe. 


Fs conſult expers mole ruit ſua. 


' Power without Wiſdom, and deſtitute of Reaſon,never ſucceeds,at 
leaſt not long; but Wiſdom backed with Power cannot fail of ſucces : 
Wherefore the Reaſons of theProteſtant Princes,without other Arms, 
enforced by that ſtrength that their reunion would give them,would 
certainly produce thoſe good citeCts that might be reafonably expect- 

cd. 
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ed. And among theſe reaſons, beſides thoſe that I have already lightly 
touched upon, it might be repreſented «<ffeCtually to wife Princes, 
ſuch as the Emperour,and the moſt Chriſtian King,that their Clergy 
,engages them in a Conduct that is highly injurious to their good 
Faith z for without doubt thoſe againſt whom they arm with 
ſo much ſeverity, are good Subjects, unto whom they had promiſed 
not only 'Toleration, but all Protection. It would avail nothing 
for the Emperour to anſwer, that by the Treatics of Peace of Ger- 
many,between thoſe of the Catholick and Proteſtant Profeſſion, every 
Prince is to remain abſolute Maſter of Religion within his own Do- 
minions;this is very tru?; but who can pretend to be Maſter of a thing 
after he hath given it away? By virtue of theſe general Treatits 
of Peace the Emperours of the Houſe of Aufria had received the 
Homages and Submilſlions of their Proteſtant Subjefts in the Here- 
ditary Countries, on this condition, that they ſhould permit them 
to enjoy all liberty in point of Religion. The People of Bubemis 
lived under the benefit of Edits znd Treaties made at ſeveral times, 
and eſpecially in the year 1609, The Hungarians alſo had treated 
with the Emperour for Liberty of Conſcience ; ſo that the Empe- 
rour was no longer Maſter in matters of Religion, ſince he had 
agreed to the Treaty. If it be objzCted to this, that faith ought 
not to be kept with Hereticks, it is an horrible Maxim that is al- 
moſt generally exploded ; it it be alledged that Sovereigns do owe 
nothing to their Subjects, into whatſoever engagements they may 
enter with them, itis a Tyrannical Maxim, and the moſt deſtructive 
of the publick Peace and Repoſe, of any that ere were broached in 
the World. Infidels maintain it by force of Arms, not being able 
to doe it by Arguments, bur the Faith of the Chriſtian Religion 
abhors it. | 
If it be afirmed moreover, that theſe Decrees of Catholick 
Princes in favour of their Proteſtant Subjects, were only conditional 
Declarations, and that remain in force, no longer than during the 
good pleaſure of the Prince, it will be eaſie to reply, and to prove 
it too, that there is nothing more falſe than this Aſſertion, We 
ſhall evidently make it appear that theſe Decrees are irrevo- 
cable, $.4 Princes that granted them have called them ſo.) Theſe 
ſaid Ecticts and Decrees may be conſidered under five Heads. 1. As 
Treaties. 2. As Edicts ſimply. 3. As Royal Conceſſions. 4. As 
Privileges. 5. and laſtly, As Donations. On whatſoever ſide we 
look upon them, they are not liable to be revoked. 
I, Firſt, 
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1. Firſt, They are Treaties according to due Form, It appears 
by the Books that Meſnier and Sonulter have publiſhed, that the Edict 
of Nants was not confirmed till afrer a Negotiation of three years, 
b:tween the Commiſſjoners of King Henry IV. and the Deputies of 
the Proteſtants aſſembled ſometimes at Loudun, fometimes at Sau: 
mur, ſometimes at Chgſtelteraut, and fometimes at- Vandome, Fhe 
M:morizls of this Negotiation are yet to be {cen inthe Kipg's Li- 
brary, and in that of Monficur Colbert. If theſe are Treaties, they 
ought to be kept inviolable according to the general Law that is 
common to all Nations, Farthermore, that Subjefts have 2 right 
ro treat with their Kivgsall Hiſtorics bear writnels, and if it be de. 
tied, all routual confidence and foundation of fecurity between the 
People and their Kings falls ro the ground;when once this Maxim fhall 
be eſtabliſhed, That a Prince is not obliged to keepTreaties made with 
his Subje&ts, Princes and their Subjects will be in a contiuual diſtruſt 
one of another ;' a People will never be able to receive a Sovereign, 
nor to treat with him on c:rtain conditions ; for they will ſay thar 
they "can have,na aſſurance that ke witl keep his word with them : 
ſuppofe a great Loid ſhonld revolt from his Sovereign, and ſhould 
draw a conſiderable party of the States to his ſide, there would be 
no means left to make a Peace or Reconciliation fatisfaftory 
enough to the minds of the People, fo as they might ſafely rely 
thereon ; for who will aſſure them that four days after the Treaty 
they ſhall not be hanged, have their Fhroats cut, or be treated 
az Rebels ? The moſt Chriſtian Kings of France have thought them- 
ſelves obliged faithfully to keep the Treaties made with the Houſe 
of Guiſe, that would have ſnatched the Crown from their heads. 
They are altogether inexcuſable that violate a Treaty which they 
have promiſed and folemnly ſworn to obſerve ; at leaſt if the Subjects 
with whom they havetreated have not rendred themſelves obnoxious 
or unworthy thereof, But the Enemies of the Proteſtants, either 
in France or in Hungary, will never be able to prove that they 
have attempted any thing againſt the Sovereign ſince the ratification 
of the laſt Edicts. 

II, If we conſider the Declarations under which the Proteſtants 
have lived in the States of Europe of the Catholick Profeſſion as 
ſimply and purely Edicts, it is alfo certain that they are irrevo- 
cable: For otherwiſe it muſt be ſuppoſed that there are two ſorts of 
EdiCts, one that may be revoked, and another that cannot - > 
voked ; 
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yoked; if this diſtinQion is vain , why then do they make it ? If the 
obſervation of all Edicts depends equally on the will of the Prince, 
they do but mock the World when they put at the head of an 
EdiCt, thor it is made to be a perputual and irrevotable Law : this is 
to deceive the miferable, under colour of guod faith and integrity. 
if proofs were to he drawn from Hiſtory'and Law, a whole Book 
wight be compiled to make it appear, that there are Dccrees, the 
reyccation whereof cannot be permitted, at lealt unlifs the Partics 
concerned docelire it, and agree to It with one acco:d ; or the Per- 
ſons to whom the Edicts were granted are no longer in being, 
Neither the one nor the crher of theſe citcumitances occurs here : 
We ſtill fubſiſt ; our Society is aitczcther the Cime as it was when 
theſe Edits were grantcd to us. and the cininution that it may 
ſaſtaio, ſuppoſing any hath happened, iz not of 'that moment, as 
to ſerve for a reaſon to revoke the Edicts. I do affirm elfo thar 
there were more Proteſtants in Froxce at the Pyrenean'treity, than 
there were in the time of the EdiCt of Nanrs ; 'we have loft only 
ſome Grandees, but the People in general hath multiplied; we are 
then yet in being, and we doe not conſent to the removing of the E- 
dicts : Sothat there is nothing can make them SubjeCt to berevoked. 

III. It is certain alfo that. the EdiCts in favour of Proteſtants as 
well in Germazxy, as elſewhere, are Royal Concefſions, and that the 
Conceſſions of Sovereigns are irrevocable; for otherwiſe all ſecurity, 
and mantual truſt and confidence in any State, is mede void, ant of 
none Effect. Enppoſe a Prince grants a permiſſion to -2 Society of 
Merchants, to eſtabliſh a Company tor the better managing of tie r 
Traffick and commerce to the Indies ;, if the Royal Charter be nct 
valid, if it depends on the capricious hnmour of an evil Counſellour, 
with what ſafety can people make any conſiderable progreſs there- 
in, or venture all their Goods, and thoſe of their Friends, on ſuch a 
bottom ? A Sovereign permits his Vaſlals to aſſociate themſelves, 
and to unite their intereſts to refiſt a common Enemy, if this Alli- 
ance and Treaty that is made 1s ſubordinate to the will and pleaſure 
of a ſingle Perſon, what diforder may there not happen, and what 
confuſion would it make m a Kingdom ? There are then Permiſ 
ſions and Royal Conceſlions that cannot he revoked. ' Now if there 
are ſuch, who can doubt that this permiffion which the Froteſtants 
have obtained of Roman Catholick Princes, to be confederates-in 
the States, to form a Body, to have their Diſcipline, their Sy- 
nods, 
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nods, therein to make Decrees and Canons, and to cauſe them 
to be executed, is not of the ſame kind ? All this is not done 
by a ſimple Toleration, but by an expreſs Permiſſion in dye 
form, by Declarations, Edicts, and Decrees. To excuſe all thar 
is done in Exrope againlt Proteſtants , it is alledged that they 
have indeed been tolerated for ſome time in Catholick Cour- 
tries, nevertheleſs they are not obliged to continue this toleration 
but as long as they ſhall think fit, and that a Prince hath always a 
right to ſuppreſs a Rzligion that is only tolerated : But thoſe that 
talk at this rate, do malitiouſly confound a Religion that is licenſed 
by authority with a Relig!on thar is barely rolerated. The Roman 
Catholick Religion 1s tolerated in the Umred Provinces but not li- 
cenſed, it hath neither EdiCcts, nor Laws, nor Declarations on its 
{ide; on the contrary it is forbid by the Placharts of the States, how- 
ever it is tolerated notwithſtanding the Laws: And would to God 
that the Proteſtant Religion might enjoy the ſame Peace and Tran- 
quillity in the Countries where Popery Reigns, under protection of 
the EdiCts that have been granted them ; as Popery now enjoyeth 
in Holland, underthe favour of this ſimple Toleration. The Pro- 
teſtant Religion, in thole States where it hath obtained Edicts and 
Declarations, is not imply tolerated, but licenſed and authoriſed 
by Royal Conceſſions. | 

IV. It is manifeſt that the Edits of Pacification are alſo Privi- 
leges, and that on this account they are likewiſe irrevocable. 1 ſay 
they are Previleges; are they not great ones too, and of a large ex- 
rent, to have Churches, Schools, Revenues, Houſes, to have power to 
exerciſe Civil and Military Employments, to enjoy the ſame advan- 
tages as the other Subjects of the Kingdom, and to have even cer- 
tain peculiar exemptions? The very name of a Privilege naturally 
imparts an impoſlibility of being revoked, at leaſt if the particu- 
lar duration thereof be not prefixed, otherwiſe all privileges with- 
out limitation of time are of courſe looked upon . as perpetual. 
Kings have granted large Privileges and Immunities to Monks, 
Monaſteries, and Abbeys; would the Roman Clergy be willing 
that Kings ſhoyld be perſuaded that they had a right inherent 
in their Perſon to revoke theſe Privileges? What an outcry and 
noiſe would be made if this ſhould happen ? The. Pope himſelf, 
whr2 is cloathed ( according to the opinion of theſe — 
wit 
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with ſo great fulneſs of Authority, hath he power to revoke: 
all the privileges that he hath granted to Crowns, Communitzes, 

Ghapters, and Religious Orders, and if he ſhould go about rodo 

ic without a cauſe, would they ſubmit in this caſe , or would, 
they acknowledge that he had right on his {ide ? There is no: 
State in the World , howſoever Arbitrary the Government: 
may be, where the pode Cities have not Privileges, 

Exemptions and Rights; If Princes may lawfully cevoke 

the Privileges and make them void, mecrly becauſe it is their 
pleaſure ſo ro do without any default of the Inhabirants of 
the ſaid Cities , what Diſorder and Confulton would this 
bring on their Kingdoms 2 | 


V. Finally, If we conſider the Edits as Donations , it Is 
well known that according to all the Rules of the Cz1l and 
Canon Law , thcre are irreyokable- Donations. Now it is evi- 
dent that 1t there are Donations that bear this charafter, with- 
our doubt thoſe that Roman Catholick Princes have granted to - 
their Subjects profeſſing the Proteſtant Religion are of the 
ſame Nature. They have given them their Churches, their 
Burying Places, their Schools and their Unwzerſuzes , and all 
this in the beſt form rhat can be imagined, by Solemn and 
publick Ats, by Commiſſioners, and by a right of Poſſeſh- 
on; and this Poſſeſſion alſo is confirmed by a double and 
triple Preſcriprion, that takes off all prerentions of recovery, 
alchough the forms had nor bcen obſerved. | 


Theſe Reafons and many others that might be brought on 
this Subje&, are ſo cogent and convincing , that we cannor 
doubt of their Efficacy if they were duely urged and repre- 
ſented to thoſe Soveraigns, who want neither good Intentions, 
nor Royal Vertues, yer ſuffer rhemſelyes nevertheleſs ſo un- 
happily to be beguitd, by a Clergy of miſguided Zeal, that 
perpetually belteges and ſollicirs them to the ruin of their 
moſt faithiul Subje&s. It were much to be wiſhed, thar in 
all the States where the Proteſtant Religion , as well of the 
Confeſſion of Aushough, as of __ of the Suitzers is (till 

Pre- 
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predominant, the Clergy would rouſe themſelves from that 
drowſy Lethargy wherein they ſeem ro be over-whelmed , 
. and that they would,with one accord, murually labour on all 
ſides. Firlt, To cauſe that hatred to ceaſe rhat is nouriſhed 
and fomented to this day , amongſt the Lutherans and Calui- 
miſts , the Ejiſcopal party and the Presbyterians. ſt is a ſhame 
that in Germany the Chairs and Churches conſecrated to the 
Holy Ghoſt, who is Charity it ſelf, ſhould ccchoe with Inve&t- 
wes againſt Perſons whom they ought ro regard as Brethren , 
and that elſewhere, for ſmail rrifling diftercncies about difci- 
pline and government , this ſhould. be ſo far embirterd as ro 
treat one another as Anathemarized and Excommunicated. 
This is nor the Spirit of che Primitive Church , that ſupported 
'the weak., and tolerated the Zews converted ro Chrittianiry, 
though they were under this great Errour , that the Law of 
Moſes oughe to be obſerved with all its Ceremonies in the 
Chriſtian Religion. 2. It bchoves the Clergy, after they 
have aboltſhed this enmity among the People , ro cadeavour 
firſt ro reunite them by way of mutual forbeaxance, waitin 

for a favourable opportuniry entirely ro cloſe up the wound 
and to reunite them in their Opinions. 3. The ſame Pro- 
tcſtanr Clergy ought in this point, a little ro imitate the. Po- 
piſh Clergy - and as the later never ceaſe to ſollicit their Prin- 
ces to the deſtruftion of Proreſtants; ſo theſe ought continu- 
ally to repreſent to Princes their duty, and the indiſpenfable 
obligation they lye under to maintain-and promote the work 
of the Reformarion, that hath coſt their | wr wo lo much 
pains and care. God forbid that the Proteſtant Cl ſhould 
ſtrive to inſpire, into the minds of Princes, Countels rending 
to the effuſion of Blood, and' to violence againft their pre- 
rended Catholick Subjects; We ought never to render eyil 
for evil, nor to walk in thoſe diſhnourable ways that we have 
juſtly marked with reproach. But ar leaſt chey ought tro con- 
jare tliem, to-employ all the good Offices, and. all che means 
that are permitted by the Goſpel, ra prevent rhe ruin of their 
Brethren , who 'are in Diftrels, an TS no ſuccqur” but 
from Heayco, andthe Chawy of good Chriſtians. 4. th, 
c 
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The Proteſtant Clergy ought to become Mediators for the re- 
union of Proteſtant Princes , and to cauſe them always to. 
have regard to their. true intereſts, that they may jointly 
ſtudy - the preſervation of Religion and the Liberty of the 
Reformed, throughout all Europe. 


I have bur one advice more to offer to Proteſtants , and 
that principally reſpects thoſe that groan under the oppreſh- 
on ot this preſent Pertecution ; a reunion hath been propoled 
to them: many years have youre {ince this propotition was 
firſt made in France; At preſent they talk of it more than e- 
ver, and they think they have reduced che Reformed to a. 
neceſſity of hearkening thereto. T hey have no more Churches, 
no more Paſtors , no more Sacraments ; either rhey mult eek 
far them in the Roman Church, or they mult alrogerher ne- 
gle&t them. They have allo no more Liberty of Conſcience , 
80.more Offices , no more Employments, and uo more means 
to gain a Livelybood ; they are over-loaded with Impoſations 
Fines, Taxes and Soldiers, they lead, in many places the. mo 
tad, the moſt languiſhing and the moſt diſconfolate life that: 
can be imagined; they arc in a continual tear of new miſer- 
ies and ſufferings ; They baniſh themſelves voluntarily , they 
go a'Begging in foreign Countries,they abandon their Goods ,,. 
Houſes and Country ; and they intreat leave of the King, to 
permit them to goe and find out habitations elſewhere, tince 
His Majeſty is not pleaſed to let them Jive with them , in 
Peace and Liberty of Conſcience : But they cannot obtain that 
as a Favour , that would be accounted by others as puniſh- 
ment, thar is, to be ſent into Exile. T hey are locked up 
within the Kingdom by rigorous Edits, The Popiſh Clergy 
that abuferh the good diſpolition of the King, believe thar by 
theſe means ,; they have compelled the Proteſtants of France, 
tO accept any conditions that they fhall be pleaſed ro make - 
for them ; and cy verily imagine that they ſhall bring back 
all this great People into the Boſom of Popery , under the 
; mY retence of a reunion ; but who doth not ſee the - 

re ? what fort of a reunion 7 they make us hope for ? 
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I can conceive but three norions of reuniting ; The firſt is 
by way of Toleration, according to which -the Communi- 
ons ſhould remain, every one within its bounds; and ſhould 

reſerve their own Opinions and Ceremonies; Bur they 
ſhould not Anathematize the others : on the contrary they 
ſhould mutually communicare one with another, the P ai/ts 
with the Proteſ/ants, the Proteſtants with the F apiſts , the Lu- 
theran with the Calviniſt , the Caliniſt with the Lutberan , &c. 
This is a model of reunion framed by Mr. Dui, and hath 
gained a conſiderable party in France. But this is not that 
which the Church of Kome would have, and means , when 
ſhe talks to us concerning a reunion ; She hath no delign ro 
leave us our Churches , and the exerciſe of our Religion ; for 
fhe hath already taken them from us : ſhe would nor only 
Communicate with us , but ſhe would have us altogether 
Communicate with her : however at the price of Renounc- 
ing our Doctrines and Belief, we cannor, on our part , joyn 
hands with them in ſuch a reunion without being guilty of 
a ſhameful Prevarication. T his fort of reunion may very 
well take place amongſt the Calviniſts and the Lutherans , the 
Presbyterians and the Epiſcopal Party , Becauſe their differences 
are not in Foundamental Truths. Burt this would be: the 
greateſt piece of ſortiſhneſs in the world, rogoe and Commu- 
nicare with the Church of Rome , ro adore her Sacrament ,, to 
Proſtrate our ſelves before her Images ,, and to Pray to the 
S$1ints with her, as long as we remain in the ſame Sentiments 
and Judgments that we now Proftels. 


A ſecond ſort of reunion is that which would be made by 
2 pare and {1mple return to the Church of Rome, on this foot, 
thar thoſe things which we condemn therein are not effential 
that for the moſt part they are only diſpuresabour words, and 
chat as for what remains of the realiry of the controverf Js 
is of 'no 1mp>2rtance. T his is the reunion tha is monte ro 
ns : T hereupon we ought to go. over to the other lide, for if 
we belicye that the Roman Church is not /dolatrous , that ſhe is 


pure; 
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pure ; and that there is nothing eſſential co be reformed, we 
oughe immediately ro reenter inco her. Communion. Bur ar 
the ſame time it muſt be confefſed that we and our Fathers 
have been very outragious to break off from a Chriſtian 
Church without reaſon, that we have been ſlanderers in ac- 
cuſing the Church of Rome of Crimes that ſhe never committed, 
that our Fathers have been Fools, Sors and Mad-men to ſuffer 
Martyrdom for trifles and things of no value, and chat did 
not deſerve any diſturbance to be made about them. Every 
one is at liberty to gather from hence what he ſhall chink fir : 
bur let chem nor call thisa Reunion, letthem give ir irs proper 
name, viz. an Abjuration of our Schiſm and Errors, let them 
invite all the Reformed upon this ſcore , we cannot help it. 
Since Monficur de M1ux hath took the pains to compole and 
publiſh a Book entituled a Catholick Expoſition, written on pur- 
poſe on this very SubjeEt , to procure this ſort of Reumon 
all thoſe that ſhall ſuffer chemſelves ro be caught in this Net, 
and ſhall wilfully Reunite or joyn with them on this account, 
are to be eſteemed no better than miſerable Traytors, worſe 
beyond compariſon than they who without Reaſons or For- 
malitics , do openly renounce Calviniſm as an Hereſy. They 
Impeach their Fathers , their Anceſtors and themſelves, and 
without changing ( as my pretend ) their Opinion , they 
enter into Commurſyon with a Church which they believe to 
be Involved in Errors, but ( ſay they) theſe Errors are 
Tolerable. From believing that the Sacrament is only Bread 
as to its Nature, they are ready to Adore it as the Soveraign 
God of the Univerſe , and think to fave themielves by di- 
re&ting their intention, wirhour paying any Adoration to the 
Bread: From believing that there is no Worſhip neither of 
dulia nor hyperduka due to the Saints, they are willing to 
afſilt in a Servicc, in waich they ask of the Saints all thar 
they would obtain of God; They Communicate with a 
Church that builds them Tcmples , that Sacrificerh the Body 
of Zeſus ( briſt to their Honour, that Swears by their Name , 
that makes Vows to them as unto God, and « #ex think to be 
fafc, by ſaying with their Catechiſt , that all this is done _ 
TIC 
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the ſame rpanner as we dehire the-Saints that are heze on 
Farth , to Pray for us. From believing that Images oughr 
not to be Worfhiped, and that the Adoration of them is tor- 
bid inthe Szcond Commandment, they can agree well enough 
ro communicate with a Church that ordains Proſtrations and 
burning of Incenſe before them , the placing them on the 
Altars, the carrying them about in Proceflions and the Kiffing 
of them ; and they think it ſufficient ro prove them to be 
blameleſs, to fay that they do nor Worſhip rhe Images , bue 
only make uſe of them to aſcend to the Originals. 'I his is 
a groſs and ſhameful diffimulation , and I cannot but wonder 
how men of Repute, ſuch as Monficur de Meaux, and the o- 
ther renoncilers could make a reſolution to invite us to ſo 
Criminal a Reunion, and to fo degenerate and baſe an Hy- 
oerifie , unworthy , | will not lay of every Chriſtian Sogl, 
= of every Man that hath nor renounced all ſenſe of ho- 
nour : for nothing can be more Ignominious, than to make a 
contradiftion berween our Actions and Opinions; to think one 
thing, and to at another. We earneſtly exhort all Proteſt- 
ants, before they engage in this ſort of reunion, to read with 
attention; and withour prejudice, the Anſwers that have been 
made to the Exteſition of Monlicur de Meaux : they will fee 
whether theſe Lenitives are real and in carnelt : they 
will ſee whether it be true, that they do ft Worſhip Images 
in the Church of Rome , and whether they do not render to 
Saints the ſame true Adoration that 1s.due to God alone : 
They will ſee if they can , in Conſcience adore that which , 
according to their Conſcience, is only Bread : They will fee 
if they can acknowledge as the Head of the Church , him 
whom the Holy Ghoſt delineates ſo hvely to us , as a Beaff, 
with many Herns, that carrieth the names of Blaſphemy on 
his Forchead : They will ſee if they can with a good Con- 
ſcience , communicate with a new Sacrifice really different 
from that of the Croſs, whatſoever they may tell them. We 
would entreat them alſo, before they fix their reſolution , ts 
peruſe the Book called Solzd Objeftiens againſt Popery , that 
they may ſee whether they are miſtaken who afhrm , - 
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the Church of Rome hath for her Head, the Beaſt of the Ato- 
clyrſ- , rhar ir is an Empire rn Carnal, that her Pol cy is 
merely humane, that the Spirit of her Popes 1s a Spirit of 
Impurity , that her Empire is founded on Coverouſneſs , that 
her God is the God Mammon, that her Soul is Pride, thar her 
Corruption in all Ages hath cauſed almoſt a Total privation 
of the Spirit of Grace ; that the Spirit of Reprobation 1s 
viſible in all her Authors, Scholaſtick, Canonifſts, Legendaries, 
Writers of Practical Devotion and others, that her ſervice 
hath not the CharaCters of Spirtual aad reaſonable , that ſhe is 
in a ſtate of variance and ſenſtble deviation from the Law of 
Chriſtianity, that ſhe aCts as an Enemy againſt this Law, thar 
ſhe abuſerh it after a lamenrable manner , that ſhe is entirely 
founded on Fables, and that her ſpirit is a ſpirit of Calumny 
and Perſecution : Ler them examine, I ſay, all this, before 
they think of a reunion of the nature of this that- is offered 
to their confiderarion; and tet them ſee if they can be! ſaved 
in a Church fo compofed , looking upon her as corrupeed, 
and net carryingany alteration in her corruption. Eſpecially 
the Paſtours who are accuſed of harkening to ſuch a reunion, 
ought to recolle&t chemielves, and to conftder, thar they thall 
not bear their own Iniquicies only , bur'that they fhall anſwer 
for all the People, whom they hall haveScduced and led back 
into the valley of Darknefs, and of the ſhadow of Death, in 
cauling them to deſcend from the monntain where God hath 
ſpoken openly, and publiſhed his righteous Laws. 


A third manner of reuniting with: the Gallran of Roman 
Church, would be to flaken the reins on borh ſides., to tole- 
rate ſorething,and to reforme that which ſhould be abſolutely 
incompatible with the purity of Conſcience, and rhe rrue ſer- 
vice of -God.. This way would not be unreaſonable, if they 
would follow ic and proceed thereirr in good earneſt : Wh 
ſhould not we Tolerate that in the Church 'of Rojee,, which 
we would becontent ro rolerate elewhete > © ot the contrary 
for rhe good of rhe-publick peace, and becauſe*it is an Ancr- 
cut Church, and of a vaſt extent, we ought rof rolerate more 
in 
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inthis Communion, than we would willingly in any other. 
But what reaſon is there to hope, that we may obtain a re- 
formation. of the principal errors of the Latin Church, or 
condition that we ſhould rolerare the reſt > what manner of 
dividing 1s this? all on one ſtde , and none on the other, 
there naiſt be a murual tolcration, ſay- they ; and” when we 
come to the botrom, the Church of Rome will abate nothing, 
and pretend that we ſhould rolcrate all, ler us inquire whether 
the propolition that is made to us can be real. 


In the firſt place, what will be done with rheſc Hypotheſe; 
that are abſolurcly Incomparible with the Reformation, that 
they are Infalliblc, that they arc not in any thing , nor can- 
not be deceived 2 If they arc Infallible, they would find it a 
hard marter to rctraCt , and to confeſs that they have been 
deccived , and we ſhould have.no right ro,demand it.  Hath 
the Gallican Church, in propoling a Reformation, any delign 
to fall off from the Church of Kome , whom ſhe ſtileth the 
center of union and unity ? Nevertheleſs without this there 
can be no pcace : for we cannot be undcr the dominion of a 
See , that we mult belicye to be the See of Satan, as long as it 
ſhall lift it ſelf up above the head of all Chriſtendom : what 
mgderation can be expected from a Church, that fers on Au- 
thors, to maintain that we are Anathemarzed , reprobated , 
deſtined ro damnation , and without the Church only , be- 
cauſe we do not believe the abſolute neceſſity of Baptiſm 2? 
You may judge if after this , it will be permittcd us in the 
_—_ Church ; not to believe the real preſence , and to 

F 50. | 


Secondly, if the Gafiican Church, had a mind to abate any 
thing it would be apparently in the point of Worſhip , that 
ſhe believes not to be of abſolute neccffity , ſuch is the Invoca- 
tion of Saints, the Adoration of Reliques, and other matters 
of 6h like nature... In themean time, this ſame Author be- 

e cited namely, Monſicur Nicole, in a Book intituled ,, The 
pretended Refurmed convinced of Schiſm, pcrliſts ro prove that we 

| are 
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are Schifinaricks, and- ſeparared from the ancient Church, 
and all che Communions of the World : that is to fay , that 
we arc our of the pale of the Church , and without hope of 
Salvation .. becauſe we will not pray to Saints, nor proſtrate. 
our ſelves before their Reliques. W hat may be expefted fom 
the Jeſuits and Monks, if a Man of the greateſt note ar pre- 
ſent among the Janſeni/is ,. talks at this rare ? 'T his is not a 
Scribe of the lower claſs, he is a Man chat writes judiciouſly, 
policely, and after mature deliberation; neither is he a $kirm- 
iſher at random, that enters the liſts without order ; he is a 
perſon choſen and employed by the whole Clergy, to confure: 
the Anfwers that have been made ro the Book ot , The ſoli4 
Obje&ions againſt the Calviniſts , and eſpecially to defend the 
Paſtoral Lerter of the Clergy , ro the Reformed of France 
He is a Man then in Authoriry, He is a man.that fpeaketh in 
the name of the whole Gallican Church , and you ſee all the 
accommodation ſhe is willing to allow us : Anathema if you. 
do not believe that Baptiſm 1s of abſoluce neceffiry, and tha 
it is excceding. pious. and profxable, to invoke the Virgin 
Mary, as Goddeſs, giving heran hundred titles that belong to 
none but God, and asking a thouſand things of her , that 
none can giyc us but God. alone. 


Thirdly , letus conſider what we may expett for the fu- 
rure, by reflecting a lirtle on that which 1s paſt , It is about. 
rwenty years, f{ince they have talked to us of th. ſc means of 
reunion, what hath this produced ? what have they done, to 
open to us the gate wider, and to remove obſtructions in the 
way ? haye they ſo much as abated one Ora pro nobis? hawe 
they taken ay bo no , bur we are told, that they 
that fall down before them , and offer Incenſe to them , do 


not worſhip them. Have they correfted the abules in the 
Invocation of Saints? by no means ; bur they tell us that*all 
the Prayers that are not rightly conceived, and the Deyorions 
that ſeem to be exceſſive, ought to be-interprered accordingro 
that ſenſe , thar the Church ives. of them.. Have they 
Iranſlazedthe Seryice into the vulgar Tongue very far ig 

. tat, 
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' "that, they have perſecuted thoſe that have render'd che Holy 
Scriptures intellig|ble-ro che common people of Francc. Have 
they ſer about the aboliſhing a certain daily Sacrifice, fo injuri- 
ous tothe Sacrifice of the Croſs? not ar all; they are only con- 
rent ro ell us, that it is no other Sacrifice than that of the 
Croſs, and that in the foundation thereof , it is only an ap- 
lication of the Sacrifice of / Zeſus Chriſt, What alteration 
have they appointed in theſe vain and ſuperſtitious Ceremo- 
nies thar oppreſs Religion ? none, but we are told that they 
arc abuſed of private Perſons , that the Churchis not obliged 
to anſwer for them , and that this ought not tohinder our 
-reunion. ; 
Peradyenture, they have don nothing as yer, becauſe they 
[have nor ſcen us in a diſpoſition , to enter in at the gate that 
they have opened-for us ; bur as ſoon as we ſhall have given 
our word to be contented with ſuch , or ſuch a Reformation, 
they will immediately go about rogive us fatisfattion. But by 
whom may we hope ts ſee this performed ? It is nor to be 
expected fromthe Koman Church, thar is to ſay, from the Pope 
and the Court of Rome,for it is well known, that they will nor 
fo much as extinguiſh a Wax-candle to oblige the Proteſtans, 
with whom they deſire to have no peace. It is not. to be 
looked for, fromthe Church of Spain, nor that of Zaly, nor 
that of Germany, at leaft from that parr-thereof, that is ſubject 
zo the Houſe of Auſtria? for Popery hath its Empire as firmly 
c{tabliſhed in theſe quarters of Europe as at Rome it felf. Ir is 
notorious that the King of Spain, and thic Emperor haveno ſore 
of inclination to come to any temper of relaxation, in favour 
of Proteſtants. It is then from the Gaffican Church alone, 
that we may hope to obtain theſe Reformations ; bur is there 
.any probabiliry that ſhe can ſuffer a Reformation , withour 
making a Schitm from the reſt of the Roman Church ? would 
Ree for example, permit x, that none ſhould be obliged ro 
worſhip Images, that they ſhould expunge the Invocation of 
Saints our of the Rubrick, that every one may be left at lib- 
erty, cxher-to anvoke them, or nor-to invoke them; that they 
thould abolith the uſe of Iagdulgencies, thatthey ſhould reſtore 


.the 
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the Cup to the People , that they: ſhould baniſh the Latin 
Tongue our of the publick Offices , and that none ſhould be . 
compelled to Adoration in the Sacrament? 


Finally , I would willingly know what cofidence we may 
put in thoſe promiſes chat. may be made to us, to induce us to 
a reunion. Cappoke they ſhould promiſe us, ro leave Images 
only for a commemoration, to conſtrain none ro the invoca- 
tion of Saints, to take it out of the. publick Service, and re- 
mir it to private Devotions, to communicate in borh kinds, 
with all thoſe that ſhould defire it, 4c. whar affurance I fay 
can we have,thatthey will keep their word withus when once - 
we ſhall have reenterd 2 when rwo perhaps, almolt of equal 
ſtrength, joyn togerher under certain conditions, in cafe one 
of the partics do not performe what was promiſed and agreed 
ro, the other hatha power, of right, to cauſe ir to be done 
by force ; or otherwiſe the Treaty is renounced , and things 
are to be pur in the ſame (tate as they were before. Now al- 
though the Gallican Church, under fpecious promiſes , ſhould 
bring us back into her boſom , yet we may be afſured., that 
ſhe will ſtand to nothing that ſhe hath promiled. 


If an accommodation weretobe ſer on foot in good carneſt, 
it would be neceflary for the Gallican Church firſt ro-agree up- 
on , What ſhe could , and would do in the matter oft Refor- 
mation, and towards a reunion : after this agreement , ſhe 
_ to begin, and realy to put in execution that which the 

promuted, that is to fay , aQtually to pur herſelf in char 
ſtare, wherein it is requiſite for her to be, to the end that we 
may be able to communicare with her; for ſhe ought not ro 
oblige us roquir our preſent ſtation, till this be done. There- 
fore all thoſe that ſhall give car to any reunion , and ſhall 
efteftually reunite themlelves with the Galiican Church,meerly 
__ her {imple promifes of a Reformation , without an 
Reformation, are falſe Traytors, who are willing to 
be deceived themſelves, that they may have an opportunity 
to deceiye and ſeduce others, R _ 
2 It . 
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But alrho' the Gallican Church ſhould actually reform ir ſelf 
in ſome points chat ſhould be agreed upon, yer this would nor 
be ſufficient ro rejoin with her immediarely upon the ſpor. 
There arc good grounds to fear the breach of Faith of ſome 


People who make it a marter of Piery, to.violare thoſe Trea- 


ties, Declarations, and Edicts that are the moſt inviolable, 
and the moſt religiouſly ſworn to : who knows whether the 
Gallioan Church may not att by conſent with the Roman Church 
to delude us? She may have a private Diſpenſarion from Rome, 
to counterfeit a Reformation, to take away mages, to purgethe 
Divine Service from all Worſhip of Crcatures, to reſtore the 
Cup to the Laiety, and the vulgar Language in Publick Deyo- 
tions, and all this for a time : Six Months, ora Year, or even 
rwo or three years may pals over inthis manner, and ar length 
when the Birds ſhall be a little ramed, rhey would caſt the Net 
over their Heads, they would quickly re-eſtabliſh all thar they 
had taken away, and they would not have occaſion to take 
much pains to go very far to fetchit. We =_ judge of what 
may be done at Rome in ſuch a Conjuncture, by that which 
hath been done concerning the Catholzck Expoſition of Monſteur 
de Meaus: : i11 the laſt Editions of this Book, are printed many 
Approbations from the Courr of Rome ; 1s it becauſe this Conrt 
os reliſhed choſe mollifying Terms in the point of the Ado- 
ration of Images, and Invocation of Saints? We may take an 
Eſtimate thereof from the — of Capuſucchi, and Cardi- 
nal Bona, both approves of this Book of Monſteur de Maux. 
The Auchor of rhe Anſwerto the Methods, hath produced the 
very words of Capeſucchi, that urge the Idolatry of Images as 
far as poſſibly ir can be. One Scultet of Hamburgh in his Anti- 
didagma againſt Monſieur de Meaux, tranſcribes the Paſſages of 
Cardinal Zona, who hath pleaded as ftrongly for the Worſhi 

of the Virgin,and hath ſtretched thus point as far as any. Thek 
Gentlemen have thought it a very light matter to diflemble, 
and to ditguiſe their Opinions, that they may with more caſe 
catch the Calvini/ts in the ſnare. T hey may aswell atton the 
fame Principles in the buſineſs of the Reformarion; to reduce 
fo 
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ſo many Pcople to the Communion of the Church of Rome, 
and to cexrirpate Calviniſm, is worth their trouble, to ſuffer a 
Farce of -2 or 3 years tobeacted. If then the Gallican Church 
would ſcriouily propoſe a re-union, two things are neceſſary 
to be done; the far{t 1s, that ſhe do aCtually retorm her (elf in 
part, that we mga able to rolerate the other ; the ſecond is, 
that after this Reformation, a conſiderable time be allowed us 
therein to ſee it confirmed by experience, and to take off all 
caufe of ſuſpicion and diſtruſt. All theſe reaſons oblige me 
to-conclude, that it is impoſſible with a ſafe conſcience to give 
ear to Propoſitions of a re-union, as long as Matters continue 
in the ſtate wherein they now arc. 


I would notbe underſtood tobe of opinion that all Propoſi- 
tions that the Gallican Church might make, ought to be reje&t- 
ed. I would very willingly conſent to hearkento them, pro- 
yided ſhe would no longer talkto us by way of PompousRid- 
dles, as ſhe hath done in the Paſtoral Lerner of her Clergy to 
the Reformed of France ;but would ſeriouſly propoſe ſome Re- 
formation, to facilirate the means of our re-uniting with her. 
Itis nor known whither God willlead People: ſometimes they 
go farther than they think, and in thar lirtle that the Clergy 
of France ſhould be willingtoprant as reaſonable, it would nor 
be difficult ro make her tenſible that ir would be a very cafie 
matter for her 10 promote a Reformarion, with exception to 
an Article or two. We ſhould only require the rerrenching 
of that, which ſhe her ſelf doth nor believe to be of abſoluce 
neccſhiry. We might demand of her to take away Images 
the molt ſober party of the Gallican Church, confeſs that they 
are nor of neceſlity,that iris only a poinrof Diſcipline, thartke 
Church hath therein ſuftcred a change, that ſhe may luffer the 
like again, thar in the four firſt Centuries, there were no Ima- 
ges inthe Churches, and that they might beraken away. We 
might demand of her alſo, ro purge the Service from a Wor- 
ſhip of Creatures; there is not one that pretendsto be a Catho- 
lick, but will readily confels, that a Man may be ſaved with- 


out praying roSaints, therefore we ſhould nor require of her 
this 
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this point the aboliſhing of any thing that is eſſential. Wecould 
wiſhthat Divine Service were re-2ftablifhed in a Vulgar Fongue; 
the Clergy of France have themſelves demanded this inthe Coun- 
cil of Trent, they do notthink then that rhis is of abſolute neceſ- 
fity. We ſhould re-demand the Cup for the People ; Germany, 
and France have alfo re demande1 1 in rhegame Council of 
Trent ; the Maronites who are ſnbx@& to the Church of Rome, 
do'Communicarte under both kinds, it is not therefore a mat- 
ter of necefſiry. We might demand of her the aboliſhing of 
ſo naany vain Ceremonies, fuch as Canfraternittes, Scapularies, 7u- 
bilees, Stations, Indulgencies, &c. T here 1s not a Man of ſenſe 
in the Roman Church, that doth not acknowledge thact all this 
is not good, at moſt, that ir may promote Piery in the Faith- 
ful and Simple, bur rhis is not of abſolute neceſſity, for chey 
would not condemn the Maronites, who: are 1gnorant of all 
this.. We ſhould r--demand of her the liberty tor Prieſts to 
Marry it is confefed likewiſe in the Church of Rome, that this is 
2a you of Diſcipline,now every point of Diſcipline cannot be 
of neceffiry, and they would condemn the Grecian Prieſts who 
are Marricd, only on this account. We would not be com- 
pelled to adore the Sacrament; ar the preſent time, the Gall:- 
can Church declaresto us, that ir is nor her intention to oblige 
us thereto, that fhe adores only Jeſus Chriſt, and not art all the 
Species; we declareto her alſo, that our intention is to Wor- 
ſhip Zefus Chriſt, in Communicating with his Sacrament : Ler 
her not therefore force us to that, which according to this Prin- 
ciple, cannot be neceſſary ; that is, ro ſubſcribe ro the Deciſion 
of the Council of Trent,that would have us atlore the Sacrament, 
and not to adore Jeſus Chriſt after a manner that we can be- 
lieve, that the Adoration hath reference ro the Bread and Wine, 
or otherwiſe the Species. We might alſo require the raking a- 
way of Maſſ-s withour Communions, this is allo an affair, abour 
which ſhe cannor reaſonably make the leaſt ſcruple, for ſhe 
agreeth, that Maſſes with Communicants, are much Tag and 
more edifying.. It 1s evident then, thar itis only wrath, a pee- 
>; humour and obſtinacy, that hinders the Gallican Church | 
from granting us what we. ſhould demand of her ; and if hes 
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this Refratfory Temper were removed, I am perſwaded that 
there would be nothing more caſie than to come to an agree- 
ment. As for the Authority of the Pope, ſhe hath, as it were, 
but one ſtep more to make, tocome to che trurh 3 the hath al: 
ready taken away from him his Infallibiliry, the Superiority 
over a Council, and the power over the Temporal Regalia of 
Kings, let her make an end, let her take from him the Au- 
thority over the other Biſhops, and let her reduce him to be 
Maſter of Rome, as Monſieur Boſſuet is Maſter of Meaux. Ican 
hardly believe, but that the moſt enlightened of the Gallices 
Church at this day, are very near this. If they that hearken 
to Propoſitions of re-union are Honeſt People, the advice that I 
havenow given them, may be ſufficient to oblige themto havea 
care of the Gins and 'Traps that are ſet for them, if they are 
not ſo, allthat I canſay rothem will be infignificant and rone 
purpoſe, thereforc I ſhall add no more. 


